
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Good 
She went to Penn State where 
she met her husband. They love 
to travel and spend time with 
their friends and family. She 
enjoys being the Junior High 
cheerleading coach. 
jstrotter@tyrone.k12.pa.us 

 

Mrs. Isenberg 
She is a loving mother and wife 
who enjoys   learning and teaching. 
Check out her odd classroom pets! 
vaisneberg@tyrone.k12.pa.us 
 

Mrs. Kenepp 
She is a loving mom to her “fur 
kids,” Khloe, Spartacus, Zorro, 
Onyx, and Carlos the gecko. She is 
a mother of two, Bennett and 
Brynn. She loves sports, friends, 
family, shopping, and cleaning! 
klkenepp@tyrone.k12.pa.us 

 

Mrs. Whited 
She lives in Bald Eagle with her 
husband and two girls, Lily and 
Rebecca. She loves reading, 
swimming, camping, and sewing. 

dmwhited@tyrone.k12.pa.us 

 

  Mrs. McClelland 
She is an adventure seeker 
who loves to hike, camp, run, 
have fun and laugh. She is a 
wife and has two kids, Sophia 
& Matthias. Ask her about her 
three big dogs and her 
classroom pet, Larry! 

                             smmcclelland@tyrone.k12.pa.us 
 

Mr. Perry 
He loves spending time with his 
wife, son, and dog. Together they 
love going on hikes, traveling, and 
rooting for the Cleveland Browns. 

cbperry@tyrone.k12.pa.us 
 

 

Important Contacts 
Principal   Mr. Cowher   smcowher@tyrone.k12.pa.us 
Dean of Students  Mrs. Miksich   lnmiksich@tyrone.k12.pa.us 
Counselors   Mr. Kimberlin   mckimberlin@tyrone.k12.pa.us 

     Mrs. Campbell   amcampbell@tyrone.k12.pa.us 
Technology help  Mr. Glen Drager  grdrager@tyrone.k12.pa.us 
Cafeteria   Mrs. Amanda Owens  alowens@tyrone.k12.pa.us 
Nurse    Mrs. Tracy Miller  tlmiller@tyrone.k12.pa.us 
MS Secretary   Mrs. Goodwin   nlgoodwin@tyrone.k12.pa.us 
 

Specials Teachers 
Chorus    Mrs. Harris   lmharris@tyrone.k12.pa.us 
Band    Mr. Hock   dehock@tyrone.k12.pa.us 
Art    Mrs. McCreary  dlmccreary@tyrone.k12.pa.us 
Phys Ed   Mrs. Hartman   mjhartman@tyrone.k12.pa.us 

     Mr. Owens   maowens@tyrone.k12.pa.us 
Librarian   Mr. Grady   kdgrady@tyrone.k12.pa.us 
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“What should I expect?” 

The Food: Each student will have the option of the main entrée, salad, PB&J, pizza, a cheeseburger, or a chicken patty 
sandwich. For questions regarding your child’s lunch account, contact Amanda Owens. 

Planners: We use planners to teach students organizational and time management skills. Locker combinations, 
computer passwords, lunch cards, and schedules will be stored in the agenda. They are a great way for parents 
to know what’s going on too! Lost planners can be replaced for a $10 fee. 

Lockers: There is no need to worry or stress about lockers! Students will share a locker with an assigned locker 
partner; boys paired with boys and girls paired with girls. Students will have plenty of practice time to learn how 
to use the combination locks on their lockers.  

Field Trips & Fundraisers: 5th grade will visit Penn’s Cave in the fall and have a science day at Reservoir Park in the 
spring. These trips require fundraising which will take place at the beginning and middle of the school year. 
Every Friday, 5th graders can wear a hat for a dollar. These funds help pay for fun activities throughout the year. 

Student Arrival: Students are able to enter the building at 7:30AM. During this time, students are able to get 
breakfast, chat with friends, read, draw, work on schoolwork, or play on electronic devices! 

Student Dismissal: Dismissal time is 2:55. Please notify the school secretary about early dismissals or dismissal 
changes. Please send a note with your child or email the secretary directly about dismissal.  

Electronics: Electronic devices are allowed to be used before and after school but must be turned off and kept in 
lockers during school hours. Students are not allowed to take pictures of themselves or others with phones or 
chrome books! Disciplinary action will be taken if a student violates this policy. 

“What classes will I have?” 

Advisory: Each student will have homeroom/advisory. This class is used to build positive relationships and discuss 
upcoming events, schedules, grades, and assignments. 

ELA (English Language Arts): Everyone will have reading and writing. Reading will be a double period and writing 
will be a single period. Reading class will consist of novel studies, independent reading, vocabulary, Greek and 
Latin roots, informational text, and literature. Writing class will consist of grammar, narrative, informational, 
opinion and memoir. 

Math: Everyone will have a double period of math. Math teachers will be following the Go Math Series. Be looking 
for nightly math practice. 

Science: Students will learn about geology, animal classifications, simple machines, the scientific method, and 
weather! 

Social Studies: Students will learn how prehistory and the ancient civilizations of Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece, and 
Rome contributed to our society today. 

Specials:  Students will have different specials on different days. Students are responsible for being prepared for 
these classes. This includes but is not limited to dressing appropriately for physical education and bringing their 
instrument for band. 

Grades: Each class will be graded based on the requirements of the syllabus which will be sent home on the first day 
of school. Parents and students can access grades, attendance, and assignments via the Sapphire Portal found 
on the district web site 



 
“What does my child need to bring the first few days of school?” 

 

Your child will be traveling to different classes at the middle school, so it’s important to make sure they stay organized. 
We know that each child is different. Please discuss the following options with your child to figure out what will work 
best for them. 

Some students like to have one binder for their materials, while others prefer a morning and an afternoon binder. 
Some students find it easiest to carry a trapper keeper that zips or has Velcro. We are okay with whatever works best 
for your child! 

Students are not permitted to carry backpacks throughout the school day. Materials will be stored in their lockers that 
they will not need for class (jackets, backpacks, lunchbox, etc). Students are permitted at their lockers before advisory, 
before and after lunch, and at the end of the day. 

Below you will find a supply list. In order to prepare your child for 5th grade, please try to supply your child with the 
materials on this list within the first few days of school. The earlier the better!  

Supply List 

Please Bring: 

1.            Pencils - Ticonderoga work best in our sharpeners 

2.            Erasers - Pencil top or handheld 

3.            A binder that can hold folders and help keep things organized 

4.            5 Folders (labeled ahead of time if possible) 

- Take Home/HW 
- Science 
-  Social Studies 
- Math 
- Guided Reading 

5.          1-2 Spiral Bound Notebook - one subject or multi-subject 

Optional Items: 

1.  Corded headphones or earbuds (cordless are not allowed) - students WILL receive a pair of headphones 
at school, but they are not always the best quality and break easily. 

 2. Ringed pencil pouches 

3.  Colored pencils 

4.  Crayons 

5.  Mouse for chrome books (most students find this easier than using the 
Chromebook touch-mouse) 

6.   Glue Sticks 

7.   Child safety scissors 

8.    Highlighters 



 
Classroom Donation List 

 We always appreciate classroom donations! We are in constant need of the following items: 

1.            Pencils 

2.            Erasers 

3.            White lined paper 

4.            Highlighters 

5.            White board markers (black) 

6.            Tissues 

7.            Anti-bacterial wipes 

8.            Hand sanitizer 

9.            Band-Aids 

10.         Washable Markers/Color Pencils 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Meet the teacher night is an awesome evening designed to give families and 5th grade students course 
information and middle school expectations. This is also a great opportunity for you to meet your teachers, 
see your classrooms, and check out the building before the first day of school. Hope to see you there! 

***Meet the Teacher Night*** 
Thursday, August 19, 2021 

5pm-8pm 

  
 
 



Elementary School vs. Middle School:  

What are the Differences? 

       
● Lockers vs. Cubbies: Lockers have combinations, so practice using a lock (there are even YouTube 

video “How-Tos” you can watch to become familiar)! Don’t worry, we will practice opening lockers a 
TON the first week of school. 

● Desks: Desks will not be the main storage option for students as they will travel throughout the day. 
Students may store items in their locker, while some items may be stored in the classroom in a specific 
area the teacher will designate. 

● Homework: We don’t have much homework in fifth grade. Most nights students will have Guided 
Reading homework (vocabulary practice/spelling/independent reading) and Math homework (practice 
math facts). 

● Blocked Scheduling: Guided Reading and Math classes will be two periods in length (84 minutes), while 
science and social studies will only be 42 minutes in length. 

● Guided Reading: Students will read novels based on Lexile Levels, not Guided Reading Levels. Students 
are placed into mixed ability classes based on previous PSSA scores, teacher recommendation, and 
 i-Ready scores. 
 

● Teams: Students will only travel between two teachers this school year. There will be teams of 
teachers who will share the same students but teach different subjects (they will switch entire classes 
halfway through the day). 

● Communication: Conferences are only held in November. Additional conferences can be requested by 
the teacher or parent at any time. 

○ Communication Apps: Teachers will use some form of app to communicate with parents 
throughout the school year. More information will be sent home at Meet the Teacher Night and 
the first day of school. 

● Technology: 
○ Chromebooks: Since we are a one-to-one school, students will have their very own 

Chromebook that they will be responsible for throughout the school day and at home. 
○ CANVAS: This is an online learning management system where teachers and students will 

communicate and work through lessons/activities. You can access CANVAS on the Tyrone Area 
Middle School main page. 

○ Get More Math (GMM): Students will be required to use GMM during math class. This is an 
online program that helps to build understanding of concepts learned in math class. 
 

● Sapphire Grades: Keep track and check your students’ grades online using the Sapphire parent portal: 



 

Sapphire Gradebook Sign Up Instructions: 

1. Go to www.tyrone.k12.pa.us 

 2. Select “Sapphire Community Web Portal” under the “Parents” tab 

3. Keyword to set up a new account is:   golden-eagles 

● S.O.A.R: In middle school we SOAR (Strive for Success, Observe Safety, Act with Integrity, Respect All). 
We give SOAR tickets to students who are showing these SOAR core values. SOAR tickets are used like 
money at school to “purchase” different things from our SOAR store, assemblies, and even for big 
raffles at the end of the school year. 

● Music: Students are not permitted to listen to music on their computer unless it is a whole-class 
reward that is earned. 
 

● Go Guardian: Students’ computers will be monitored by the teacher/district through a program called 
Go Guardian. Teachers will be able to view student screens as they are working on their Chromebooks. 
 

● Food: Students are not permitted to bring snacks or birthday treats in the middle school. They may 
bring a clear water bottle with them to school as long as it is filled with only water.  

  

 

 

  

We know that this is a lot of information to process, and we know that you will 
probably have more questions as the school year approaches. Please do not hesitate to reach 
out to us and we will do our best to answer your questions and ease your worries! We cannot 
wait to meet you because this year is going to ROCK!  Thank you in advance for your support. 
We are looking forward to an exciting school year! 

 Best Wishes, 

The 5th Grade Team  

http://www.tyrone.k12.pa.us/
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